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Ministry oi Mines. To obtain permission to exploit a
quarry, the consent of the owner is necessary. If the
land is included in the category of demesnal lands not
granted to individuals, the consent of the state as owner
is necessary. As to communal lands, the quarries found
on them cannot be placed under exploitation, until it is
shown that this exploitation is not of a nature to cause
any damage to the beneficiaries dwelling there. In gen-
eral, a quarry can only be placed under exploitation by
virtue of a special permit. If the concession is given
for a period of less than twenty-five years, the permit is
secured from the Ministry of Mines; if the period is
twenty-five years or more, the concession can be granted
only by virtue of an imperial decree issued on the pro-
posal of the Council of State and based on specifications
enumerated in the permit.

Ownership of the following antiques mentioned in the
law is vested in the State: gold, silver, ancient coins of
all kinds, historical inscriptions, tablets, paintings, and
pieces of sculpture, objects of stone or terra cotta, vases,
arras, instruments, rings, temples, castles, amphithea-
ters, fortifications, bridges, aqueducts, and monuments.
"No one, not even the owner of the soil, has the right to
make excavations for antiques without the authorization
of the government. The exportation of antiques is abso-
lutely prohibited. They belong to the Imperial Museum
of Constantinople. Their discoverers have no right to
them other than to take copies or prints of them. An-
tiques found by accident in digging foundations or in a
similar manner, however, give half ownership to the
owner of the land; the State, by paying half of their
value, can preserve them for the Museum.

When the possessor of miri land dies without leaving
an heir capable of succession, the land does not revert
purely and simply to the Treasury as free property des-
tined to be the subject of a new concession; on the other